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Introduction
Welcome to the St.
Pat’s Rough Guide to
Fundraising. Each
year St. Pat’s
receives many calls
and emails from
concerned people in our community who want to help support
us in our vital work. While we generally have no shortage of
people who would like to help us in our kitchen, it’s often quite
difficult to find people who are willing to help us raise funds.
But of course as the need for our services continues to grow,
funds are what we urgently need.
“Small amounts
can make a huge
difference!”

Remember, it doesn’t have to be a big
fundraiser to make a tangible
difference to the lives of our clients.
Small amounts can make a huge
difference: $50 allows us to provide
thongs, towels, sunscreen and hats for clients or a daily
breakfast for twenty people; $240 would fund an alcohol
treatment course and $300 provides medical supplies for our
health clinic.

This booklet is designed to make it as easy as possible for you
to hold your own modest fundraiser. The booklet contains not
only fundraising ideas and plans but also forms that you may
need at the back. And remember - at each step along the way,
our staff are available for advice and tips on how to make your
fundraiser a success!
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Sizzle That Snagger!
There are a few different options with this classic fundraiser.
If you’re a school student, organizing a sausage sizzle at
lunchtime is a lucrative earner. If you’re a community
volunteer then a Bunnings sausage sizzle offers a terrific
opportunity to raise valuable funds.

School Sizzler
With the help of your teachers choose a lunch time that
works well for everyone. Often the Friday at the beginning or
end of term works very well.
Ring local stores and butchers two weeks before your event.
See if you can source a donation of buns and sausages or if
you can’t get a donation, try to get the items at cost price.
You’ll need to estimate how many you will sell. For most
sausage sizzles you can count on 80% of kids buying a sausage
(especially if the school canteen agrees to close on that day).
Decide how much you will sell your sausages in buns for, $2 $3 dollars is the usual price. Use the form at the back of this
booklet for orders and to collect the money. You will need to
carefully count how many sausages and buns you’ll need and
add up your money.
On the day you’ll need a barbeque, bbq tools and drip trays to
keep the cooked sausages warm. You’ll need 1- 2 cooks, and 6+
volunteers (depending on your space) to make up the orders.

2

It is always good to make a few extra sausages and buns in
case of emergencies.
Below is an indication of how much sauce and other items you’ll
need per hundred sausages.

• 1 litre of tomato sauce per 100 sausages
• 2 kilos of chopped onions (optional)

• 1 small bottle of oil
• 1 pack of disposable gloves (food handlers to always wear
during shift).
• paper towels
• 100 napkins
• 100 brown paper bags to bag up the sausages to get them to
each individual class.

Remember to supply aprons for your volunteers.

Bunnings Sizzler
Each Bunnings store allows charities to hold a sausage sizzle
three times a year. St. Pat’s has had volunteers run these in
the past with great success – the last one raised over $1000!
Most of the requirements are the same as for the School
Sizzle, but there are a few extra things to bear in mind.
•

•

Bunnings expects you to staff the stall from 10am4pm so you should recruit a small team to help you –
St. Pat’s can help you with this.
Bunnings provides the BBQ, sausage trays and tables
but you’ll need to source all buns, sausages, onions and
sauce. You’ll also need to bring tools and eskies.
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•
•
•
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Bunnings lets you sell drinks which are vital in hot
weather.
In general, sausage sizzles in cooler weather sell more
sausages.
Ask us for St. Pat’s banners, brochures and stickers to
have on display!

Run a raffle!
Raffles are an easy way to
raise funds, particularly if
you can attract high-quality
prizes. You don’t need many
people to run a raffle so it’s
relatively easy to manage
but there are a few rules to bear in mind.
•

If your prize pool is over $200 in value, you will need a
permit from the State Government. St. Pat’s can
arrange this for you but you should allow at least two
weeks to receive the permit.

•

You’ll need tickets. The easiest way is to get a small
coloured booklet of numbered tickets to which you can
staple a slip of paper with the name of the ticket
buyer, phone number and date of the draw. We’ve
included a sample you can use at the back of the
booklet.

•

You’ll need to approach businesses about prizes. Many
local businesses will be willing to donate prizes in
return for acknowledgement on St. Pat’s social media
channels and website.

•

What’s your selling strategy? The success of your
raffle will depend on how many tickets you sell. Have
a think about where you can sell tickets – school,
community groups, workplaces, St. Pat’s Rack op-shop…
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Get Your Frock

On!

(aka Free Dress Day)
Holding a free dress day is perhaps the simplest way to raise
funds. Let’s call it the low-fuss, low-cash option.
You can hold a free dress day (or casual dress day) at school
or at work. All you need to do is get approval from the
appropriate person and publicize it! Here are a few tips:
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•

Make some terrific posters – you want as many people
as possible to participate so make sure everyone knows
about it!

•

Spread the word – use whatever resources you have
available – noticeboards, newsletters, intranet.

•

Have a few volunteers go around on the day to collect
donations (gold coin or $5 if you’re in a workplace?)
St. Pat’s can provide the tins.

•

St. Pat’s can also provide
you with brochures,
stickers and other
information about our
services so people know
where their donations are
going.

St. Pat’s
Potluck

A potluck fundraiser is perhaps the most enjoyable way to
raise funds for St. Pat’s.
Invite a number of friends around for dinner. Each of them
brings a dish and a nominated amount of money, say $20. The
money is donated to St. Pat’s while you and your friends enjoy
an evening of good company and good food!
If you invite eight friends, you’ll raise enough money for warm
meals for 30 of St. Pat’s clients.
St. Pat’s is happy to provide you with brochures so you can not
only raise funds, but spread the word about the work we do –
which is just as important in the long run!
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Backyard
Sleepout
This one’s a perfect activity
for the socially-conscious ten year-old. Safe, fun, educative –
all while raising a little money to help St. Pat’s assist those for
whom camping out has become a day-to-day reality, rather
than a novel change.
Use the attached form so friends and family can sponsor you.
Put the invitation out to your friends, assemble the tent in
your back yard and start collecting sponsors. You could run
the same event at school, sleeping in the school hall or
assembly area. But you’d need the approval of your principal
plus adult supervision in that case.
What you’ll need:
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•

Some fellow campers!

•

A tent and torches

•

Sleeping bags and pillows (and blankets if it’s cold)

•

Midnight snacks and ghost stories!

Lapathon

Getting friends and family to sponsor you in a lapathon is a
simple and fun way to raise funds. The first step is to ask
your school for permission to run the event during a lunchtime
– or on a sport day is ideal. It’s especially handy if you can
recruit a teacher to help you to run the event.
Using the sponsorship form at the back of the booklet, ask
your sponsors to sponsor you a certain amount per lap (for
example, $1 per lap). Alternatively, they can sponsor you a
total amount for the event. Make an announcement at your
school assembly to recruit runners and perhaps make some
posters to stick around the school.
On the day of the run, all you need is the students involved, a
person to count the laps per student and an oval or area to run
on. Make sure you have a teacher to supervise in case of
injuries.

Happy Running!
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A Sporting
Chance

If you’re in a sporting club of some kind, organizing a
fundraiser is incredibly easy. In collaboration with the venue,
choose a particular day for a tournament and then simply
charge an entry fee to join in the contest. Each year St. Pat’s
is the fortunate recipient of some substantial donations from
sporting clubs that organize an annual tournament of some
kind. Some clubs raise funds for St. Pat’s each year, while
others opt for a rotating schedule of favoured charities.
St. Pat’s is happy to provide
stickers and brochures for
your for the tournament so
your fellow team members can
learn more about who they’re
helping. Because of the inbuilt membership base,
holding sporting competitions
is a very easy and lucrative
way of raising funds.

Go for it!
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Cakes-a-plenty!
Holding a good old-fashioned cake stall is a
deliciously easy way to raise valuable funds. Here’s what you’ll
need to make your cake stall a fundraising extravaganza!
•

Set the date – talk to your principal and P & C about
an available recess or lunchtime. Mondays often work
well as you can make your cake on the weekend prior.

•

Canvass for cakes! Use
the attached sign-up
sheet to recruit your
bakers. Cupcakes are
usually easier to manage
for schools. Remember –
it’s good to have a few
gluten-free options too!

•

Make some eye-catching posters to remind students
to bring their pocket money 

•

On the day, you’ll need several trestle tables
(depending on how many cakes you have) and a float
for change (make sure you keep track of how much
money you started with so you can be sure of your
profit).

•

St. Pat’s can provide you with stickers, brochures and
aprons.
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Thank you
morning
tea

We really appreciate your efforts in raising much-needed
funds for St. Pat’s. Your initiative and hard work are valued
not just by our staff, but more importantly, by the many
people we help each year.
To say thank you, you and your fellow fundraisers are very
welcome to join us for a morning tea at St. Pat’s Day Centre.
This will give you an opportunity to meet some of the people
you’re helping – and give us a chance to thank you in person!
Just give our Fundraising Coordinator, Melanie Watkins, a call
or drop her a line to arrange a convenient time to pop in. Join
us for a cuppa, a lamington and a chat. Our supporter morning
teas are usually held on Mondays when you can also hear our
wonderful Starlight Hotel Choir sing!
Thank you. Your support means a great deal to us.
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Contact Us

Need some advice or assistance? Looking for stickers or
brochures? Drop us a line or give us a call – we’re happy to
help!
Fundraising Coordinator
Melanie Watkins
Email: mwatkins@stpats.com.au
Phone: 0434-834-131

St. Patrick’s Community Support Centre
12 Queen Victoria Street, Fremantle WA 6160
Web: www.stpats.com
Phone: 9430-4159
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Forms
Raffle ticket samples
ST. PAT’S RAFFLE

ST. PAT’S RAFFLE

Thank you for supporting St.
Pat’s. The raffle will be
drawn on

Thank you for supporting St.
Pat’s. The raffle will be
drawn on

Name:
Phone:
Permit #:

Name:
Phone:
Permit #:

ST. PAT’S RAFFLE

ST. PAT’S RAFFLE

Thank you for supporting St.
Pat’s. The raffle will be
drawn on

Thank you for supporting St.
Pat’s. The raffle will be
drawn on

Name:
Phone:
Permit #:

Name:
Phone:
Permit #:

ST. PAT’S RAFFLE

ST. PAT’S RAFFLE

Thank you for supporting St.
Pat’s. The raffle will be
drawn on

Thank you for supporting St.
Pat’s. The raffle will be
drawn on

Name:
Phone:
Permit #:

Name:
Phone:
Permit #:
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Sausage Sizzle Order Form
Last Name
First Name
Class
Sauce

Teacher
Onions

Quantity

Sausage Sizzle Order Form
Last Name
First Name
Class
Sauce

Teacher
Onions

Quantity

Sausage Sizzle Order Form
Last Name
First Name
Class
Sauce

Teacher
Onions

Quantity
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Cake Stall Baker List
Name

Class

Phone

